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Two New Improvements t the RDSP

Two new improvements have been made to the RDSP program. Starting January 2011 you will be able to car
forward grant or bond entitlements and you now have the ability to transfer retirement savings to an RDSP

The Registered Disability Savings Plan
(RDSP) is a long term savings plan for
people with a disability. Through the
Canada Disability Savings Grant, the
government contributes money to your
RDSP to help you save by providing
matching grants depending on the
amount contributed and the
individual income if over 18. Also
through the Canada Disability Savings
Bond, low income and modest-income
Canadians could receive up to $1,000 a
year from the government.
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Beginning in January 2011, you will be

allowed to claim your unused grant

and bond entitlements from the past

10 years starting from 2008. This
entitlement will apply for both

existing and new RDSPs. The amount

of the grant or bond you are eligible
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years. The grant amount you receive
depends on the amount contributed
to the RDSP.

As of July 2011, parents and
grandparents of a child with a
disability will be able to transfer
some, or all, of their retirement
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workshops on Augmentative
Communication topics open

when they pass away.
The maximum RDSP lifetim
contribution limit amount is
$200,000. The transfer must come
from a Registered Retirement
Savings Plan, Registered
Retirement Income Fund, or
$200,000 maximum amount will be
reduced by all contributions and
transfers that have been previously
made to the RDSP.

For more information on the new
improvements visit.
http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/eng/

disability_issues/disability_savings
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Beloved Community

A reading of this

inspirational novel about one
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Special events, workshops & seminars
around the region

A Parent Perspective

The Child Who Never Grew by Pearl S. Buck 2 addition, Woodbine House 1992, 107 pages.
Reviewed by Stacey Moffat

The first cry from my heart, when | knew that she The Story itself is timeless. ItisaO 1 T OET ¢
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So beginsThe Child Who Never Grew, a story written by the Pulitzer parents who have traveled the same rogcr BU ki\
Prize and Nobel Prize winning author, Pearl S. Buck. The book is based \hq are just embarking on that journey as they [ _’.""",‘"i"q
on a magazine article Buck wrote for the May 1950 edition dfadies Home  giscover that their child has some form of develdE
Journalabout raising her daughter, Carol who was born in 1920 with i Di AT OAiJablok)i AU S
phenylketonuria (PKU). PKU is the inability to metabolize specific amino
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o slowly starting to shift. Although Buck says her daughter has grown past a
The 2 Edition of The Child Who Never Grew I 1 O 1 11 U AT T Ogbikthwkere cHafyidafdtudes will make much difference to her, Buck
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contains unexpected wisdom in three additional sections of the book. The

Foreword, the Introduction and the Afterword, add significant history and The Afterword EO x OEOOAT AU * AT EAA #8 7AI

detail that make this book complete. that the title of the book is somewhat misleading She explains that she
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her personal mission to find homes for these babies.
School in Vineland, New Jersey.
After having read the original edition ofThe Child Who Never Grew,

This book touched me on many different levels. Not only could | relate on an
Michener felt he gained a better understanding about what spurred Buck

her h K with Wel H o8 1 x & A 2 Otbo%al IeveJ with what Pearl Buck went through as a parent but | also
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E”Ep(l,;’d Te:t? lly t:aAn Be; daaughter, but each was disadvantaged in her or itself and while | found the actual story authentic and relatable, | feel the

book is enriched by the addition of the three sections described above.

The Introduction , written by Martha M. Jablow contains a historical
timeline that outlines the changing attitudes, beliefs and practices around
people with developmental disabilities. The timeline covered by Jablow

I would highly recommend this book to any parent of a child with special
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stretches from the prehistoric times when it was believed that mental . . .

the past few decades with regard to the acceptance of people with special

disability was caused by evil spirits, to 1990 when legislation (Americans %ishThe Chlld Who NeverAGrers an interesting read, not to be missed.
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overview is detailed and informative.



o Tips foradvocating ~ Augmentative

for your child at schoo] | Communication
Workshops
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policies and rules of your school board, most can be Augmentative

A OTA 11 OEA OAEITI1 Al AOAS O Cammupieag@dsan
extremely hot topic
right now, with all of the
new and emerging technology
available.

2. Keep written notes z Write down all important
meetings with the school, with dates, in the order that they
happened.

If you or someone you know would
3.2AT ET A OEA OAETTI1T 1T A& Ul OO0 OE GKetOleafd moreQiinit aijméntatived
the right to make important health decisions, most importantly communication, the Augmentative
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KidsAbility offers free workshops on a

variety of topics. Some examples of
4-Make sure school staff know that you know the rules. workshop topics include:

5. Before any meeting ask who will be there to represent the school. e Supporting Early Communication
e Using a Speech Generating Device

6. In important meetings take notes, make no commitments, and sign nothing. Consider (SGD) Functionally
bringing a friend or advocate as a witness to the meeting. e Adaptations to support shared

reading
a8 4AEA OEI A Oi AEOAOGOO Al UOEEI ¢ DOIi Di OAA xEORCVRIPIBEANGUSIEG A5 0 EAAI
and professionals, and supporters.! AAl AT AAA AEOAOOOEIT 1T &£ Ui O GONFEESHIPIERPRKS | AAA O xE|
better results. e Computer play for young children

with disabilities
8. Stay calm and professional. .
Parents, caregivers, SLPs, OTs,
teachers, EAs, community support

i - ) workers and anyone interested in
Advocacy Project at 416-977-4448 x.226 or visit www.childadvocacy.ca supporting communication are

9. When you think you need legal help because of a school issue call the Child

encouraged to attend. Your child or

These ti taken ided by the Child Ad Proiect client does not have to be currently
ese 1ips are taken trom a resource proviaed by the 1 vocacy Project. receiving services at KidSAb“ity oron

The Child Advocacy Project (CAP) is a free service provided by Pro Bono Law Ontario that provides ' the ACS waitlist to attend. Registration
free legal services to low income families who cannot afford a lawyer. They assist on legal issues that  js necessary. Workshops are offered at
impact on the health and well being of children and youth. Community project partners include: The ' KidsAbility sites in Cambridge, Guelph

Advocates Society, Justice for Children and Youth, and The Hospital for Sick Children. and Waterloo.
Pro Bono Law Ontario is funded by The Law Foundation of Ontario, The Law Society of For more information, and a detailed
Upper Canada, and Legal Aid Ontario. description of workshops visit

http://www kidsability.ca/en/
workshops


http://www.childadvocacy.ca

Waterloo Regional Down Syndrome Societys Waddie Welcome Readin g

14th Anual Gala & Auction

The 14th Annual Dinner and Auction Gala will be
held on Saturday, February 5 at Bingemans
Ballroom in Kitchener.

Featuring:

An International Theme, come enjoy foods from
around the world. A live band - Amplified Midlife
Crisis - who will be providing the dancing music.

Tickets are $75pp or $50 for young adults with
down syndrome.

For Tickets, please contact either of the following:

(K-W Area) Arisa Alexanian 519 -742 -1303
(Cambridge Area) Bern Bombardier 519 -621 -0308
OR you can buy your tickets online aiww.wrdss.ca
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Waterloo, ON
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519-804-1786
admin@waterlooregionfamilynetwork.com

Monday January 17th (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) from 6:30pm
-8:30pm at the Queen Street Commons Café, 44 Queen St.
South Kitchener, there will be a reading of Waddie Welcome &
The Beloved CommunityThis reading will be one of hundreds
happening around the world in celebration of our beloved
community.

The book Waddie Welcome & The Beloved Communitiells the
story of friendships that overcame divisions of disability, race,

and income to create powerful new possibilities in an entire
community. Waddie Welcome was born on the 4th of July, 1914

in Savanna Georgia with a disability and was placed in a nursing
home far from his community. It was through his desire for
freedom that he made many friendships which eventually lead

to his liberation from the institution and the realization of
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Please join in the celebration!

If you would like more information on this world-wide
movement visit www.waddiewelcome.com

Save The
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' Thursday, January 27, 2011
Vacation Planning
Special Needs Style
7:00 -9:00pm
KidsAbility Waterloo

Les Rolt, Cruise and vacation specialist
with Cruise Ship Centres travel agency, will
be speaking to the issues surrounding
planning a vacation with special needs in mind.
Some topics he will cover include; finding a
travel agent experienced with special needs
travel, various travel options, special needs to
consider and how to plan for them. Families, with
recent travel experience, will also present how they
planned & enjoyed their trips while still meeting their
special needs including tips for planning a magical
Disney vacation.

To register Contact:
amylewis@waterlooregionfamilynetwork.com


http://www.wrdss.ca

